88     CANONICAL AND  UNCANONICAL  GOSPELS.

4t. A boy, Zeno, falls from a roof, and Jesus is
suspected, not unnaturally, of having killed him. *
Jesus raises Zeno, who explains everything.

5.  Jesus is sent to the well to fetch water.
He breaks the pitcher,  and carries home the
water in His cloak.

6.  Joseph, in the carpenter's shop, makes  a
length of wood too short.    Jesus stretches it to
the right length for him.

7.  A viper bites His brother James.     Jesus
cures him, and curses the viper, which bursts
asunder.

All these events occur before Jesus is twelve
years old. Two of the Apocryphal Gospels
finish with an account of Jesus teaching the
Doctors in the Temple (not merely hearing and
asking questions); yet the account is clearly
based on S. Luke. These Gospels were
intended only to supply the gap left by the
Synoptic Gospels, and so far they witness to
those Gospels.

Some of those strange stories of the Infancy
are ancient. One manuscript containing them
has been assigned to the fifth century (Tischen-
dorf's Latin palimpsest of "Thomas"), and Origen
(fl. circ. 230 A.r>.) mentions this Gospel by name.